While these situations are i and | know she would ap-
many ways opposites they preciate your help in mak-
enlist in us one of the fun- ing sure we respond to
eginning a damental responses of whe each appropriate situation.
new year is it means to be a part of a  Also if you would like to
P often a time of reflection faith community; we rejoice support this ministry by
and anticipation. Reflec- in others joys as we also either knitting or crochet-

# $ tion over the past year witl share in each others bur- ing a small blanket please
all it brought and anticipa- dens. contact Kay for more in-
tion over the new year formation.

with wonder about what it As | watch the blankets
might bring. As I reflect move across the congrega- For me personally | look
over this past year Teresa tion | think of the parent or forward to each Sunday
and | continue to give grandparent who wraps a that | start a blanket
thanks to God for the op- handcrafted blanket arounc around and witness the
portunity to serve here in a precious baby knowing response of our congrega-
Murphysboro and the that the gentle hands of  tion as we touch the lives
blessing this congregation faithful people surround of others through a blan-
has been in our lives. The them with love and support ket.
wonderful new relation-  Or to consider the person
ships we have received, battling illness or injury Your servant in Christ,
the involvement in minis- who in a moment of chill )
tries and mission, and the pulls around them a blanke L&y A. Gilbert
special traditions which ~ remembering those who
are a part of this congrega love them and hold them uy

tions life. in prayer. | cannot help but
THe believe these moments

LlG He One of those wonderful  bring a kind of comfort and

traditions is the passing of or joy which can only come
prayer blankets or shawls to those who know what it

HlmseLF through the congregation is to be a part of a commu-

I some Sunday mornings as nity of faith.
we worship. It may be for
Lia“* the celebration of the gift As with any ministry which
* of new life for a child or  responds to personal need

grandchild of our congre- one of the real challenges i
gation or it may be to fo- to make sure we connect
cus our prayers around an with every person or situa-
area of deep concern for tion. The coordinator of
one of our members. this ministry is Kay Lirely
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5 - Disciple | Bible Study, 6 pm / Scouts Roundtable, 6 pm
6 - Adult Spiritual Formation Meeting, 8 am
8 - CYF/JYF Youth Meeting, 5 pm
9 - Relay For Life, 5:30 pm / Nurture Meeting, 7 pm
10 - Young @ Heart Lunch, 12 pm / Board of Trustees Meeting, 6 pm
Finance Meeting, 7 pm
11 - Staff Meeting, 9:30 am
12 - Disciple | Bible Study, 6 pm / Girl Scouts, 6 pm
17 - Service & Missions Meeting, 7 pm
18 - Youth Ministry Meeting, 6:15 pm
19 - Disciple | Bible Study, 6 pm
22 - Hospitality Ministry Meeting, 11:15 am / CYF/JYF Youth Meeting, 5 pm
23 - Church Council Meeting, 6 pm
24 - Mom’s Small Group, 6:30 pm
26 - Disciple | Bible Study, 6 pm / Girl Scouts, 6 pm
30 - Newcomers Planning Committee, 6 pm

Tuesdays: Cub Scouts, 6 pm
Wednesdays: Chancel Choir Practice, 6 pm / Boy Scouts, 6 pm
Saturdays: Handbell Practice, 9 am / AA Meeting, 10 am

y o VA
yanwoy

Ushers
Todd Lirely
Scott Ballard
Sandy Herring
Ralph Bastien
Dick Graff

Welcome Center

Hostesses
Sharon Graff
Tena Bigham

Sunday Stewards

January 8: CYF/JYF Regular Meeting - 5-6:30 p.m.

January 22: CYF/JYF Regular Meeting - 5-6:30 p.m.

! ! ! # %

Gary Likins
Todd Lirely
Bob Morefield
Ken Cline
Frank Boucher
Francis Addison

Acolytes
January 2

Emily Finke
Cole McNitt
January 9
Tyler Doody
Maddie Bean
January 16
Maurice Valliant
Adam Barringer
January 23
Ryan Finke
Allison Brown
January 30
Olivia Schaldemose
Cadence Brown
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Count to Threel”

Appreciation

| wish to add my voice to those who have
thanked this congregation for its
generous friendship. You have been a
blessing to me during these recent weeks, and we
have together made a joyful noise unto the Lord.

An editor has encouraged me to
develop some of my notes about faith poetry, Chris-
tian poetry. So | will be very focused on thatjpob
during the next 3 or 4 months.

Let’s continue to pray that we find a
“regular,” 52-Sunday-per-year organist. As | wrote
in an earlier letter (to a limited
audience), if you see someday an aging
madwoman on the organ bench, a bat perched on
each shoulder, her fingers curling into the kegs, h
feet marching to Zion over the pedals— she may
still be “good for”
occasional music-duty as a substitute.

| give thanks for our time together; it is a
blessing to be with you. (Judy Little)

652#675#8430

Wise
Words

for Moms

Se sl

e g

by Ginger Plowman

Dear Members of the Congregation,

It takes over one thousand people to make “Sgirit 0
Christmas” work each year. Yet, here it is, thd en

of another Interfaith Council “Spirit” project, and
thanks to your congregation’s support, over 1000
gifts will be delivered in time for Christmas tceth
many less fortunate who reside within our communi-
ties.

From the youngest of babes, to the very elderlyryo
generosity in time and money has assured that many
of God'’s children will experience a better Christma
this year.

Surely the willingness to come together, regardless
of faith, and work for the goodness of humanity is
God’s gift to_ugthis holiday season. Thanks to Him,
we are indeed united as one.

In His Service,

Paula Lyle, Coordinator, 2011 “Spirit of Christmas
Project”
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The Library Corner:
News from the UMC Library

Meals on Wheels

A big thank you to every one
that has delivered Meals on
Wheels. To the regulars who we
can depend on every month and
also to the ones that have filled in.

It is greatly appreciated—a great
job well done.

Joan Bastier

We have a very dedicated and
reliable couple that is retiring from
delivering Meals on Wheels. We
need someone that is willing to
deliver Meals on Wheels on Thurs-
days. If interested call the church
office at 687-2317 or Joan Bastien
at 684-6005.
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A Time to Ponder

New Year’s Eve is like
every other night; there is no
pause in the march of the uni-
verse, no breathless moment
of silence among created
things that the passage of an-
other 12 months may be
noted; and yet no man has
quite the same thoughts this
evening that come with the
coming of darkness on other
nights.

—Hamilton Wright Mabie
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get ready
make a

masterpiece

For more than three decades, FamilyLife has been helping couples
understand God’s design for relationships. Mow, in this fresh

new video guided event, couplas have the appartunity to loak at
their relationship in a whole new way. Weaving instruction from
respecied pastors and Bible teachers together with compelling
stories, humorous vignettes, mar-on-the-street interviews and
mora, Tha Art of Marriage will help couples apply what the Bible
teaches about marriags in a powerful way. It's practical, funny, and
straight 1o the heart.

For more information, visit FamilyLife.com/theArtofMarriage.

the artof W

marriage

a six-sassion video event

United Methodist Church of
Murphysboro

Date: February 10 & 11, 2012
Where: 1500 Pine Street
Time: 6-9 pm Fri. & 9-4 am Sat.
Dinner Friday, Brkfst & Lunch
Saturday & materials included,
Reqgistration $65

Contact: Ed/Jennifer O'Donnell
jodonnell2@edodonnell.com
Phone: 618) 565-4166

or visit the Family Life.com

1 |What the church has meant to me is some
. |what difficult to explain in simple words. It

has always been a part of my life from my
| earliest existence to this present time, and| has
|always been pointing “The Way.” Even the
! | building holds a special place in my heart.
When one needs a friend, a prayer just to feel

(== On Sunday, Decem-
ber 18", the Chan-

. cel Choir treated
IR Carl Herzog, choir
Beaa director, and Min

" nist, to a Christmas
——- luncheon at Houli-
= han’s. The lunch
was also a farewell
party for Min who graduated from SIU with her
Master’'s Degree and is moving to Miami, Florida.
Min has made her transition easy for us by recom-
mending Hyun Ji Oh as the new accompanist.
Luckily Carl, who will graduate in May, will be
staying with us through the rest of the choir sea-
son. The choir has felt so blessed to have these
two talented young people leading them. We will
miss Min and wish her well.

the touch of a kindly hand or just to feel
God’s holy presence, the church is the pla
to go.

[0}

To me, the church will never cease to be a
teacher, a comforter, and a place of worship;
a channel to God and family - all marching,
marching to Zion-God’s heavenly home.

To me the church is a symbol of love, where
Jesus, our Savior, with outstretched hands
gave His life on the cross for All - and even
me.

By: Myrtle McKinnie (12-2-11)
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Position

Pastor

Coordinator of Ministries
Discipleship Coordinator

Church Council
Church Council Chair

Church Council Secretary

Lay Leader

Name
Larry Gilbert
Earl Renshaw
Teresa Gilbert

Scott Ballard
Carolyn Ozburn
Thelma Pierson

Lay Member to Annual Conference Rosalie Winters
Lay Member to Annual Conference Kay Lirely
Alternate Lay Member Annual Conf Betty Morefield

Staff Parish Relations Chair

Finance Chair
Financial Secretary
Church Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Board of Trustee Chair

Perry Patterson
Bob Eaton
Christine Nolan
Vanessa Lirely
Gary Likins
Rob Williams

Congregation Nurture & Care Chair Lynn Pierson
Congregation Nurture & Care Chair Sharon Graff

Hospitality Co-Chair
Hospitality Co-Chair

Candy Watt
Ron Moutardier

Children & Youth Spr Form Chair Lacey Brown

Adult Spiritual Formation Chair

Service & Mission Chair
Worship Chair

Members at Large

Board of Trustees
Board of Trustees Chair

Teresa Gilbert
Barb Hughes
Sharon Jones

Gene Schewebel
Rindy Eisenhauer
Patty Thrailkill

Rob Williams
2012 Rob Williams
Jim Boucher
Ted Perry
Todd Doody
2013 Sharon Graff
Gene Schewebel
Ryan Guthman
Marlene Gibbs
2014 Lee Rendleman
Bob Eaton
Rick Pierson
Ron Moutardier
Nancy Fager

Finance Committee
Finance Committee Chair
Lay Leader Thelma Pierson
Church Council Chairperson Scott Ballard
Lay Member to Annual Conference Rosalie Winters
Financial Secretary Christine Nolan
Church Treasurer Vanessa Lirely
Assistant Treasurer Gary Likins
Board of Trustee Chair Rob Williams
Investment Coordinator Bert Ozburn
Members at Large

Bob Eaton

Pam Graham
Kathy Blackwell

Staff-Parish Relations
Staff-Parish Relations Chairperson Perry Patterson
2012 Rindy Eisenhower
Frank Boucher
Bill McNitt
2013 Marilyn Perry
Perry Patterson

2014 Jennifer Watson
Adrienne Will
Julie Peterson

Lay Leader Thelma Pierson
Lay Member to Annual Conference Kay Lirely

Lay Leadership Committee

2012 Jane Stewart
Teresa Gilbert
Bert Ozburn

2013 Peggy Schuster
Candy Watt
Susan Patterson

2014 Earl Renshaw
Thelma Pierson
Betty Morefield
Ron Moutardier
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e Hospitality Ministry
WOFShIp MInIStI’y Leadership Team
Worship Chair . Sharon Jones Hospitality Co-Chair Candy Watt
Ushers Representative Ron Moutardier Hospitality Co-Chair Ron Moutardier
Chancel Stewards Sally Moutardier Card Ministry Coordinator Trina Eaton
Liturgist Coordinator Caroline Pederson Nursery Scarlett Pierson
Choir Director Carl Herzog Secretary Ed O'Donnell
Bell Choir Director . Randy Auxier Funeral Team Leader Rindy Eisenhauer
Children's Church Coordinator Kristi Miller Funeral Team Leader Candy Watt
Children's Church Coordinator Diane Schingel Greeter Coordinator Caroline Pederson
Drama Ministry Coordinator Willa Addison Facility Ron Moutardier
Acolyte Coordinator Jennifer Watson Public Relations Jennifer O'Donnell
Choir Representative Sharon Jones Kathy Blackwell
Lay Leader Thelma Pierson Ushers Ron Moutardier
SPRC representative Rindy Eisenhauer Website Jennifer O'Donnell

At Larger Members

Chancel Stewards

Chairperson Mary Jane Williams

Committee Members

Gina Warren
Earl Renshaw
Scarlett Pierson
Soo Jin Fager

Gloria Corder
Sandy Herring
Patti Shields
Rosie Wece

Congregation Nurture & Care

Leadership Team
Congregation Nurture & Care Chair
Congregation Nurture & Care Chair
Camping Coordinator
Ministry of Care Coordinator
Family & Health Ministry Coord.

Membership Secretary
Card Ministry Coordinator
Committee Members

Funeral Dinner Coordinator
Casserole Ministry

Lynn Pierson
Sharon Graff
Andy McNitt
Candy Watt
Nancy McNitt

Thelma Pierson
Trina Eaton

Erin Mileur
Tracy Hartung
Connie Boucher
Kristi Miller

Lisa Bustos

Joan Bastien
Peggy Schuster

Hospitality Committee Members
Sally Moutardier

Ed O'Donnell
Candy Watt
Sub Committees
Visitor/New Comer Co-Chair Teresa Gilbert
Visitor/New Comer Co-Chair Trina Eaton
Members
Trina Eaton
Janis Crews

Debbie Chapman
Sally Moutardier
Julie Peterson
Stephanie Finke
Wilma Westerfield
Candy Watt

Nursery Chair Scarlett Pierson
Renee Doody
Nursery Attendant
Todd Lirely
Tena Bigham
SPRC Representative Rindy Eisenhauer

Adult Spiritual Formation
Adult Spiritual Formation Co-Chair Teresa Gilbert
Adult Spiritual Formation Co-Chair Susan Patterson

Prayer Ministry Coordinator Kay Lirely
Group Studies Coordinator Trina Eaton
Library Ministry Coordinator Susan Patterson

Women's Prayer Breakfast Coord. Rosie Wece
Committee Members
Jennifer O’Donnell
Kathy Ripley
Candy Watt
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Children & Youth Spiritual Formation

Children & Youth SS Supt. Diane Schingel
Assistant Stacie Ballard
Children Activities Coordi-

nators Lacey Brown
Rene Doody

Children's Church Coordi-

nator Diane Schingel

Children's Church Coordi-

nator Kristi Miller

Vacation Bible School Co-

ordinator

Nursery Scarlett Pierson

Library Representative Susan Patterson

Youth Ministry Team Coor-

dinator Teresa Gilbert

Camping Coordinator Andy McNitt

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM
Coordinator Teresa Gilbert

UMYF Youth Leader Troy Brown
Kellie Ellis
Marcia Butler
Paula Chapa
Renee Doody
Diane Schingel
Brad Fager
Soo Jin Fager

Service and Mis-

sions
Service & Missions Chair  Barb Hughes
Spirit of Christmas Coordi-

nator Gaye Auxier
Relay for Life Representa-
tive Kathy Ripley
Meals on Wheels Coordina-
tor Joan Bastien
Scouting Representative
Food Bank Perry Paterson
Christmas Dinner Mary Ann Hinchcliff
School Bags for Haiti Ada Heller
Committee Members
Ron Kiser
Kay Lirely
Scarlett Pierson
Trina Eaton

Bob Eaton

Discerning Our Direction Team

Co Leader Rosie Wece

Co Leader Teresa Gilbert

Team Members

Larry Gilbert
Earl Renshaw
Trina Eaton
Rob Williams
Jennifer Watson
Candy Watt
Kristi Miller
Troy Brown
Paula Chapa
Sally Moutardier
Ryan Guthman
Scott Ballard
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$234,804
49

29

7

23

7

19

353,000

Stewardship by the Numbers for 2012

Number Pledged

Amount Pledged

Number who did not Pledge

Number who increased their Pledge for 2012
Number who reduced their Pledge for 2012
Number who stayed the same for 2012
Number of newPledges for 2012

Moved from Pledge to Non-Pledge for 2012

2012 Tentative Operating Budget

Overall, the pledged amount for 2012 decreased b¥,488.00. We are estimating that
non-pledged giving will increase to $75,000 in 2012

The Stewardship Committg

Breakdown of Our Congregations Giving Patterns forPledged Givers:

1 giving unit gives - $5 to $9.99 per week

6 giving units give - $10 - $19.99 per week

6 giving units give - $20 - $29.99 per week

6 giving units give - $30 - $39.99 per week

8 giving units give - $40 - $49.99 per week

16 giving units give - $50 - $74.99 per week
10 giving units give - $75 - $99.99 per week
10 giving units give - $100 - $149.99 per week
1 giving unit gives - $150 - $199.99 per week
2 giving units give - $200 — up per week
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WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Worship Service:

9:00 A.M.

Sunday School:
10:10 A.M.

Return service requested

#$

1-Kari Korando
2-Georgia Johnson
4-Frank Boucher
4-Todd Moutardier
5-Garry Bastien
7-Susan Karnes
9-Mike Jones
11-Annika Gally
12-Vern Cline

16-Barb Hughes
17-Troy Brown
17-Grant Ticer
19-Andrew Erbes
22-Teresa Gilbert
26-Larry Jacobs
27-John Erbes
27-Emily Wece
31-Charlie Pierson

4-Bob & Trina Eaton
10-Allen & Tena Bigham
19-Scott & Joyce Brandon
25-Bob & Sylvia Frank
31-Dean & Patti Shields

If your birthday or
anniversary does not
appear in the Beacon
please call the church

All information
for the Beacon must be
in the church office by the
20th of each month.



